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January 17, 1954 /
Dear Fellow Countrymen & Countrywomen. | greet you with the words: Praised by Jesus Christ

The theme or rather the themes of today’s talk, | had found in a somewhat old letter for it was
written in March of last year. Since the writer touches some very important affairs in our lives,
today | will read it in its entirety. And so: “Dear Father: It has been some time ago that |
intended to write about my problematic situation. | had been married for four years, and it was
because | was just afraid. | observed the behavior of both boys and girls - especially when | went
to high school. The young people did not go to school to learn. Learning was in the last place.
Sports, dancing and recreation were in the forefront. And what kind of drinking parties were
cultivated after baseball games it does not even want to talk! Everything was worthy of
celebration evening and night with drinking. Did | witness all these things. Yes, | did! | saw it
because | was part of the school orchestra. The young people had no limits. They went the limit.
What surprised and concerned me the most was the girls’ behavior when going out in cars with
the boys. It didn’t matter what character the boy was what he believed or how he behaved, as
long as he had a car. They acceded to any invitation. After finishing “High School” | had planned
to go to the university to learn to become a doctor, but my father fell sick and we had six
children in the family myself being the eldest so | had to go to work and three weeks | worked in
a “beer garden.” It was there that | met all types of women and girls. More than once, what |
had observed unnerved me so much so that | couldn’t sleep at night. My mother and sisters
encouraged me to marry but | had reservations about and waited. When | was thirty four years
old a met a Catholic girl who wasn’t a Catholic. She impressed me and | brought her to meet my
mother. But mother said she didn’t care about her and told me so. We dated each other and
after ten months we married; the first five years went fairly well. We bought and old house
which was cheap. | had it fixed up. It was adequate and we had three children. We own a car
and plenty of bread. Last year my wife my wife changed dramatically. | can’t have here stay at
home because she constantly is bickering. “Our car is too old! The house is not comfortable. She
attends the theater, card par ties and some kind of meetings frequently all week long. What
irritates me the most is her life-style? She constantly badgers me about our life style which has
posed and obsession with her. Her wearing mini-skirts bother me. She praises her style and
prances about like a ballerina. | reprimanded her about her actions which didn’t behoove a wife
and mother. It angered her and she continued to behave the way she wanted to. | didn’t know
how long | could stand it! | waited so long to live a married life and what did it all result in? -
Now, to my talk entitled:

STYLE AND FASHION
In reality what is style or fashion? In the first place after a thought, | went to a dictionary to
check out the precise meaning and | read: “Style or fashion is a way people cloth the body. Style
changes with the seasons of the year. We dress differently when we are home, differently when
we go out on the street, when we travel and differently on a Sunday or a holiday. From time to
time we encounter different styles sometimes curious styles. But let us note our own expert,
Makuszynski who has a dissertation on style: “One concern of a woman is to be beautiful.
Therefore a dress adorns the human and the human does not adorn the dress therefore it is the
woman who thought of the dress in order to help nature make the statement. The world adorns
itself with flowers. The snappish man would say that differently: “The land produces wheat,
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man sells it and the woman buys the dress. But what is the obscure word, “ fashion”? Fashion
began with the fig leaf. The circle was immeasurable, and the present times ended almost on a
fig leaf. Fashion and nature have this in common: they are relentless and have no mercy! What
did a stylish woman look like before seventy years ago? She had a pale face and grayish lips;
curiously styled hair, and on the back of the head a hair bun, false locks; and did not possess
legs, meaning they were not seen. Her dress dragged behind her; she tucked the left side with
some clever instrument; on her head was a garden, badly planted, and among the various weeds
she carried a dead bird with glass eyes. Her arms were held high with cotton stuffed shoulders.
Her breasts processed far in front of her; the hinterland was slow in the march for about two
minutes, because it was half a moon of horseshoes, and the instrument was fastened to the hips
with the help of a ribbon. Her waist was as thin as a wasp and her stomach was wedged between
the lungs. In her hands she held a Japanese fan or a hankie. She painted a shadow under her
eyes with a singed cork and she rubbed her cheeks with a beet or some kind of enigmatic paper.
And so they were slaves to fashion. On one of the islands it commands black men to pierce their
lips, another to cut their cheeks, and another to brush off the bride on the day of the wedding
with two teeth, which can be read in learned books, because wild men are subject to fashion
orders. In case someone would be surprised at such dental caprices of fashion, one should inform
them that today’s gentle fashionable ladies will swallow some ricins, smoke cigarettes, to lose
weight, they are the ones who drink vinegar, eat some lime, bathe in Swedish, and do "milk",
computer and who knows what! No one will escape death, and, no one and nothing will escape
fashion. Modern fashion covers wide circles, but it lasts a short time. Insanity generally erupts,
the world is possessed, and after a short time, the claw of this clown goes to the junk yard. One
should not believe in it; it is a little capricious old lady! Fashion is generally born in the large
fashion shops of Paris where thinking people, great experts of the human soul and human
stupidity, think up various kettles of fish, praise everlasting hair wanderings, lengthening or
shortening gowns by half an inch, modeling breasts, straightening legs or slimming belly. And the
whole world of women listen admires and serves the industry. The woman, who spurns the
industry, is declassed and seemingly has no hope for the salvation of her soul. Even the husband
does not have any peace; | read the announcement of one funeral director, advising coffins of
“Solid and trendy fashion”. The man obsessed by fashion does not have gods other than the god
of fashion. That is why | care little about fashion and | wear pants that my grandfather wore. -
So, after this humorous piece written by Makuszynski, | come to the dissection of Catholic
thought. As | already stated fashion is an aspect of clothing the human body. It a way to protect
the body from certain elements such as the wind and the function of clothing the body so protect
the body from the elements. Clothing has another function, namely to adorn the body, to be
attractive to other human being, to be pleasing to the sight, while displaying a certain stature of
dignity and refinement. Isn’t that perhaps where the aphorism arose?: How they see you - that’s
how they judge you. Also among civilized Christians’ clothing has a moral connotation, an aspect
of tradition. It holds and restrains the sensuality that the body exposes to the body and the body
to maintain the sensuality, the effect of the body to wake up and what spurs wake up! | would
not wish to put into someone’s mind imaginative tree leaves. Period! Since people particularly
women in general People are bored with gray, long-lasting monotonousness, hence the
emergence of various fashions, brainwashed reckless people, and often also people of perverse,
moribund morality and good morals, who for no profit and for the dollar recognize no limits and
instead of making human bodies more beautiful, undress them almost to nakedness, and
humanity is exposed to mockery and ridicule. The Catholic Church is not the enemy nor does it
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against changes in fashion styles, unless they contradict he Churches teachings or tradition and
they serve wearing clothes instead un-wearing them. They should ennoble man instead of
debasing him. Adequate care for the final appearance of the exterior appearance is
praiseworthy, as it is a reflection of the soul, but artificial, deceiving exterior, is detrimental to
both mind and soul! - Modern fashions are all too often detrimental to our health and to be hones
they are inexperienced, foolish, against common sense, unapologetic, uneasy, defiant, cynical,
impudent, worn out, and - shameless! You don’t believe it? Good. And so listen first what
Catholic physicians maintain about it: Harmful to health are, for example, corsets, strings, bras,
steel bars, or whalebone bones that pull like claws, chest, and bending. With such an instrument
of torture, fashion is prescribing the stature of the slender, tall and thin fan! What harms health
in modern times are low cut dresses (cleavage). What is the mature of that beast?! Cleavage is
not an animal, but the art of busting the neck and breasts, which expose modern women to a
cold, long and sharp, often even on an infected lung. According to the ruling of prominent
doctors, unprotected skin may be affected by the spread of tuberculosis, especially in places like
theaters, dance halls, and the like! In the medical world such blouses with cutouts, such
décolletes are called "tuberculosis blouses" or "dry in the medical world such blouses with
cutouts, such décollaetes are called "tuberculosis blouses" or "dry women." Harmful are also the
so-called delicate dresses, that is, dresses with tails, because they collect dust and dirt, mud and
spittle of drunks, etc. Strict tight dresses, close to the body and adhering to it, hindering the
breeze and natural skin evaporation: these cause persistent colds, rheumatism and with them
closely related sickness.Narrow, shaggy booties, the high-heeled shoes, in order to have a hoof
and a classic foot, cause distortion, deformed toes, and even blood poisoning!” | repeat,
prominent physicians maintain, and that is why one can and does believe it! Can fashion,
therefore, be harmful to health, and against nature? - In the past, it has been so, in our times,
fashions, since they change in a short time, can be harmful to our health. Perhaps you remember
young women wearing those big wide brimmed hats which were a hindrance to young women who
wished to enter means of transportation? They were a delightful fashion to men, but laughable
to older women. Or do you remember when the fashion was to wear dresses that where tight and
slim which necessitated women to walk like turtles. Women looked like the wife of Lot or like
they swallowed a long and thick cane. Similarly, when fashion dictated women to wear shoes
with high and pointed heels. What resulted was sprains and broken legs. Women fell on the
street and slipped on snow or ice or fell on stairs. What a miraculous and bewitching sight, when
a discouraged woman walked on the street with a modern shoe in her hand and one on her foot
wobbling like a wounded duck from side to side. But she was in style. We laugh, some with good
humor others with disdain when we read that the women dressed with wide wired attire which
consisted of forty or fifty wires and women had difficulty walking through doorways. Nowadays
it’s just the opposite. Women wear less and less without any shame whatsoever.
Straightforward, for example, the wearing of braided bun or a pony tail, wearing breeches that
look like bathing suits and other sundry apish things. As anyone could notice, there are birds on
the heads and gardens on the top of their heads. But why should | have other silly fashions to
talk about? Fashion is an inscrutable and unreasonable mistress! Changes occur in fashion
which never make any sense, health issues, hygiene, propriety, comfort , but from the concern of
how the woman looks; at one time the clothing is slim, or too wide, one time it’ too short, at
another time too long; or not satisfactory to the eye, too slim or too wide. - Fashion in the end
could be shameless! And as such, when among the public, or as visitors, or at the theater, or at
entertaining it is as it were for the beach and as coming from the Bishop “fashion strives to be
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enhancing, in other words it shows the human form scantily dressed.” Any moment, or as we
say whenever the dog shakes his tall, there is a change in the fashion business. It is the fault of
the so called designers-creators of fashion who work for the rich clothiers who amass great
profit, and | say with great sincerity that they play on the emotions of naive people and easily
persuadable ones who empty their pockets. It is no secret or mystery that the so-called
professionals, tailors and manufacturers in Paris, Berlin, Vienna, and New York, and even before
the war in Petersburg, non-Christians, burn their brains to strive t o create new fashions and so
build up great profit. Here in America, often, and you may read in the papers that artists,
actresses put set the tone of fashions in order to sell the products. After the First World War,
here in America, they started to import French fashions, and not from those famous Paris
dictators but from the alleyways and the street hawkers! - Fashion of its own nature needs to
change frequently. It needs to do this for the health of its existence. The more frequent the
changes the larger the profit, the more money it brings in. Perhaps the worker had in mind to
have his wife forgive him if he brought the most fashioned hat for which he had paid a pretty
sum, only thirty-nine dollars. On his way home he met an acquaintance, who struck up a
conversation with him, saying, “Don’t hold me up because | want to give my wife a new hat
before they go out of style; Alban Stoltz maintains, that “the constant change of style or fashion
is similar to the human countenance shows a change of impatience waiting for the next new
style. Who is happy with the change, o.k.; that is not happy with it, it’s ok too. | repeat people
who know what they are talking regarding fashion: “The artful dodgers take advantage of the
weakness of women when it comes to fashion. Even when the new fashion is harmful to health,
despite that, women will spend their last dollar to purchase the newness of the fashion. Fashion
is the little god of women.to which they give their obeisance. The powder room occupies their
inmost thoughts; no other conversation is able to hold their attention as much hats, dresses and
trinkets. Nothing captures the attention of woman as a write up on fashion. If only one tenth of
the Church demanded this consternation and mortification, a complaint would be lodged with the
court! But since fashion seeks out such suffering, no one blinks an eye. Since women are the
weaker sex, it is harder for them to ward off the assaults of fashion. They suffer quietly. Even
the young women are caught up by the demands of fashion but at times are freed by becoming
emancipated. What absurd, sometimes illogical circumstances, the fashion undergoes to tell us
its origin and tells us its history, because fashion has a history. What absurd, sometimes illogical
circumstances, fashion has to thank its origin tells us history, because fashion has a history. Here
are a few examples: The wife of Spanish king, Phillip Il, had inordinately long slender neck like a
swan and to cover it, she wore a folded neckpiece that was very large with a four inch collar: a
fashion to suffer with. - Another example: one of the princesses of the French king, Henry Il, had
uneven shoulders so by making her arms larger, that means wide and bulbous. And women
swallowed the style like a dog would swallow a fly and took up the style. - The daughter of the
French king, Louis Il was very tall. Historians maintain that nature had big legs and the manner
of a gladiator. She consulted many physicians. They descended upon her in hordes from all of
Europe. They were amazed, consulted with her and then returned home. But why did God give
women a reason? In order to think with and so she thought. But she thought and thought and
came up with the idea of a dress that had a long train which trailed her like she was going to
war. The result was an iron curtain which distracted from her other bodily features. And who
hasn’t heard of Lady Pompadour, the famous friend of Louis XIV? She was uncommonly slim and
short and wished that she was taller. She wanted to be taller and a woman like her always thinks
how to remedy the situation she finds herself in and so the world again humbly bowed their
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heads and adopted the style. She had very high-heeled shoes made up for her. From these
examples, the women’s world aped styles of actresses of the performing arts and television.
Truly fashion is a capricious maiden. A theologian says: “Some fashions are harmful to health;
they offend good sense and morals. Fashion is a tyrant which cares not about body or soul. Some
years a good, at a reception an actress fainted. She was named one of the well-dressed women
in the world! Despite her thirty three years of age, she had the figure of a fifteen year old girl.
Women honored her. She was taken to the hospital. The nurses discovered that she was wearing
a corset that bound her tightly with strings. She looked like an Egyptian mummy. Doctors
diagnosed by means of x-rays. You would not believe what the x-rays showed! Her entrails were
bound and not only bound but growing together. She lasted a few weeks and died. According to
physicians, many illnesses and nervous conditions result because of fashion. Clororosis for
example! Dresses cut too far, as | have already mentioned, reduce the resistance to colds. Women
forget that what is harmful to health and also impairs and destroys beauty. A woman who, gently
speaking, exaggerates the shape of her body brings forth the feeling of shame. A good example of
this is he girl or woman in a tight, thin, see-through sweater! | do not wish to go further and offend
someone’s sensibilities. Imagination could go the wrong way. Shame is the last fortress of
innocence. Whoever gets rid of shame, the shameless man is capable of all fury and wickedness.
Dr. Hoppeler maintains that “whoever in whatever way undermines the feeling of shame exposes
himself to satanic deeds. A woman in a shameless state becomes a vamp. The scantily dressed
woman becomes shameless and becomes poison both for the young and the old. The author
Tolstoy writes, “Women sensually costumed, throw a snare and snags on promenade walks!”
Please do not throw out the argument that “to the chaste everything is chaste!” To this | will add that
we are not in Paradise but in the world which is noticeably not virtuous, and hidden in people is a
propensity to wrong doing and set body and soul afire! Fashion was and is the reason for a fall
from grace; and so produces deleterious effects on society. Modern fashion ruins good traditions.
Popes warn of being careful in these matters. For example Benedict XV takes up the task of
fashion’s effect on society: “Today’s fashions are contradictory to modesty which militates against
good traditions.” The Catholic philosopher, Nordhausen writes: “People have lost the meaning of
shame, and so women have taken up scant coverage, which accompanied society’s decline. The
historian Boehm says in this matter, “The lack of tradition produces fashion, but fashion creates
tradition. Foerester maintains with dismay, “It is worth noting that it is a bad sign of the times that
women take up fashions without giving them too much thought.” Women who give much time to
fashion and how they look like to look elegant and it lends itself to curiosity. The idea to look
different and be competitive and different in how they dress. German Chancellor Bismarck mocked
the fashionable women of their time who embraced being a signboard. — women who wear modern
dresses and temptation prone lend themselves of public sins and grave responsibility for their
actions. They react capriciously to new fashions with not serious thought of any gravity toward
others. They forget that the worth of a human being is not the way he looks but on the character he
has as the Psalmist wrote: “The outer appearance is prime in the king's daughter.” Pytias the
daughter of Aristotle was asked what kind of clothing is the most beautiful replied with no hesitation:
The blush of shame on the innocent face. The philosopher Seneca wrote to his mother, “Pearls and
Gems would not do you best; riches would not be your greatest good. ,Shame would be your
greatest good...” The Apostle Paul reminded Christian women™: “Let not their external looks be
their greatest good, but a peaceful and chaste disposition which is considered the best in the eyes.
On that note, | end my talk.”




